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Fax:  (08) 9324 1571 
Email:  trust@ntwa.com.au 

National Trust members keep up-to-date with
heritage issues and enjoy free entry to Trust
properties in Australia and internationally, through
annual subscription. Save by joining online at
www.ntwa.com.au. 
 
 

           

 

 
Proud owners of a special BushBank property. 

 
 
 “We feel like we’ve won the lotto.”

 
 

 
 
 

M Davis, WWF 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Web:  www.ntwa.com.au 
 
 
 
 
The National Trust of Australia (WA) is a 
community-based, not-for-profit organisation, 
which aims to conserve and interpret Western 
Australia’s heritage.  The Trust achieves its aims 
for nature conservation through its BushBank and 
covenant programs, as well as its advocacy role 
within the community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OW YOU CAN HELP 

s a not-for-profit organisation, The National 
rust of Australia (WA) is able to receive tax-
eductible donations of money or land. 

onations of money will help to expand 
ushBank’s capital fund, increasing its purchasing 
ower to save more precious conservation land. 
onations also increase the funds available to 
ndertake improvement works, such as 
vegetation, on BushBank properties. 

onation of a conservation property for inclusion 
 the BushBank program not only ensures 
rotection of that land, but also contributes to the 
onservation of further important land using sale 
roceeds from the gift.  All donated properties are 
n-sold with a conservation covenant to ensure 
eir long-term protection. 

lease contact us for further information about 
x-deductible donations, or if you are interested 
 becoming more actively involved with these 
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Protecting our Natural 

Heritage 



WHAT IS A CONSERVATION COVENANT? 

A conservation covenant is a voluntary 
agreement between a landholder and an 
authorised body, like The National Trust of 
Australia (WA), which legally protects the 
heritage values of the land. 

Covenants are flexible and are designed in 
consultation with the landholder.  Once the 
details of the covenant are settled, it is 
registered on the title to the land.  The 
landholder retains ownership and continues to 
be responsible for the management of the 
land.  Although there are some exceptions, 
covenants are usually permanent. 

 
 
PROTECTION IN PERPETUITY 

All BushBank properties are sold with a 
conservation covenant negotiated as a condition 
of sale.  Conservation covenanting services are 
offered by the National Trust and the Department 
of Conservation and Land Management. 

Covenantors with these organisations have 
access to management advice and support 
through the stewardship programs. The 
stewardship officer works closely with the 
landowner to develop and execute a 
management plan. 

In some cases, significant incentives are 
available to covenantors. 
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ACHIEVEMENTS 

BushBank commenced operations in August 2001 
and is now firmly established in the conservation 
land market. 

A number of properties have been purchased in the 
Wheatbelt and south-west of the state and many 
more are currently being assessed for suitability.  In 
some cases properties are revolved with a minimal 
holding period, in others improvement works and 
revegetation are undertaken prior to sale. 

Each property is assessed on a case-by-case basis, 
to determine the optimum outcome for the land. 
 

 
 
WHERE TO FROM HERE? 

BushBank is now targeting significant and 
threatened habitats across the south-west of 
Western Australia, within the International 
Biodiversity Hotspot area, including the Stirling 
Ranges, Denmark and the northern sand plains. 
 
PROPERTY SELECTION 

In selecting properties for purchase, BushBank 
must consider the following factors: 

• Conservation values; 

• Threats; 

• Viability of bushland; 

• Asking price; and 

• Re-sale potential. 

 
 

Western Australia has outstanding natural 
diversity and the south-west corner has recently 
been declared one of 25 international ‘biodiversity 
hotspots’. 

Government reserves provide excellent protection 
for some of the most valuable areas of Western 
Australia’s native vegetation; however, they only 
cover around six percent of the land area of WA 
and are not evenly distributed around the state. 
Much of our precious natural heritage occurs on 
private land and requires legal protection and 
active management to ensure its conservation 
into the future. 
 
WHAT IS BUSHBANK? 

BushBank is a $2 million revolving fund, which 
operates by purchasing, covenanting and on-
selling conservation land to a sympathetic owner. 
The proceeds from the sale of the land are then 
returned to the capital fund to purchase and 
protect more natural habitat. 

BushBank was established in August 2001 by a 
consortium of WWF Australia, Department of 
Conservation & Land Management, WA Landcare 
Trust and the National Trust of Australia (WA).  The 
National Trust administers the program. 

The initial $2 million capital fund consists of $1 
million from the State Government and $1 million 
from the Natural Heritage Trust.  The National Trust 
is keen to increase this fund for conservation. 
 


